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Weather keeps fine for President’s Day 

Thankfully the appalling weather of July 22nd abated and the sun game out to enable our illustrious President, Margo Lawrence, and everyone else, to enjoy President’s Day – well, they do say that the sun shines on the righteous. 

We had two colts games of cricket in the morning, followed by a girls/women’s/tigers encounter before the main game, the President’s Xl v the Chairman’s Xl. 

The Bar was open all day and there was a fine array of food available  to satisfy all tastes and we were able to swap stories with a number of old faces – and most of them were old – whom we are always pleased to see on this important day of the cricket season. 

We also took the opportunity to honour four great Old Wilsonians, namely Ian Forbes, Mike Harris, Mike Kendrick and Richard ‘Mac’ McAlister as we put the finishing touches to the trees we have planted in their honour by revealing the plaques adjacent to their respective trees. 

Jill Forbes also unveiled the plaque in honour of Ian on the Memorial Garden which includes apart of a poem written by Robbie Burns which perfectly sums up the great  man. 

Jill has sent me an email – see page four – saying how much she enjoyed the day. 

I was also delighted to meet ‘Muriel’, a sprightly 95 year old, who came to the Club purely by chance with her son on that day and who  was a member of the Club who were the previous owners of the ground before we bought t it in 1959. 

She told me she had made the visit with a certain degree of apprehension, half expecting to see a housing estate,  but was delighted to discover that it was still a sports ground. 

“It was commandeered by the government   during the war and vegrtables were grown on the land as part of the War effort” , she explained. 

We are now into August and have to accept that the cricket season is about to start its last lap and the sound of leather on willow is about to end – we say this every year but the cricket season is far too short .

Looking forward there are three important dates you should be putting into your diary, namely:
Friday September  15th  -  Colts end of season awards evening 

Tuesday October 10th   -  Cricket Club’s  AGM 

Friday October 27th  -  Seniors end of season awards evening/Dinner  

This is not the time nor place to appraise the season – that is something that should be done at the AGM – but everyone should address their thoughts to the awards that we make, both colts and senior.

A full list of all of our July results appears on page three of this newsletter and they will give you a fair reflection of our 2023 season,  which can probably be described as ‘mixed’ but there have been many achievements, both on and off the field of play, which are worthy of your attention and should be reflected in both of the awards evenings.




Who to contact and how

Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com

Vice-Chair 

Doug Forbes  




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:
Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Doug  Forbes and Laurence Allen





 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Siva Ranjan 








Email:
siva.ranjan@bbkca.com

07958 559169

3rd Xl: 


Joe Jukes 




07775 420897





Email: JoeJukes17@hotmail.co.uk



Doug Forbes  




07768 713795



Email   Doug.forbes@outlook.com
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Dan Harris 




 
Sunday Development: Dan Seston  

T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 

Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com





July  Results 
Kings  Hill 


313

1st Xl 


229 

Lost by 84 runs
Sidcup 2nd Xl 


173

2nd Xl   

147

Lost by 26 runs 

Orpington 3rd Xl 

175 for 9
3rd Xl


177 for 3
Won by 7 wickets

4th Xl



154 for 8
Old Roan 3rd Xl 
111

Won by 43 runs 

Old Elthamins 3rd Xl

263 for 7 
5th Xl 


135

Lost by 128 runs 

Chislehurst & 
West Kent Under 15b

88

Under 15b 

89 for 2
Won by 8 wickets 

Sidcup Under 15

167 for 6
Under 15a

163

Lost by 4 runs 

Under 11a


91 for 8
Catford and Cyphers   92 for 7
Lost by 3 wickets 

1st Xl 



231 for 7
Broadstairs

232 for 8
Lost by 2 wickets 

Cowdrey 2nd Xl 

160 for 6
2nd Xl 


164 for 6
Won by 4 wickets 

Catford & Cyphers 3rd Xl
157 for 8
3rd Xl 


114 for 8
Lost by 43 runs

Ex-Blues 2nd Xl 

149 for 9
4th Xl 


149 for 9
Tie 

Under 15b 


131 for 5
ODCUACO 

132 for 9
Lost by 1 wicket

Under 15a


141 for 6
Gravesend 

142 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets 

Bromley Common 

276 for 8
Sunday Development  178

Lost by 98 runs 

Under 11b


148 for 6
Catford and Cyphers 
130 for 6
Won by 18 runs 

Blackheath Under 11a

159 for 3
Under 11a

81 for 9 
Lost by 78 runs 

Hayes Under 13b 

174

Under 13b 

85

Lost by 89 runs 

Harvel 



152

1st Xl


156 for 6
Won by 4 wickets 

Gravesend RFC 1st Xl 
186

2nd Xl 


97

Lost by 89 runs 
Bexley 4th Xl 


127 

3rd Xl


123 for 6
Lost by 4 runs 

4th Xl



92

Beckenham 6th Xl 
93 for 1
Lost by 9 wickets 
Under 15b


174 for 3
ODCUACO

115 for 9 
Won by 59 runs 

Bexley Under 15a 

97

Under 15a 

98 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 

Sunday Development Xl
382 for 6
Cowdrey 

53

Won by 329 runs 

Roebucks Under 9

99

Under 9

70

Lost by 29 runs 

ODCUACO Under 13

154 for 4
Under 
13b

113 for 7
Lost by 41 runs 

Under 13a 


160 for 5
Streatham & Marlborough  122 for 7
Won by 38 runs 

Under 11a


71

Chislehurst & West Kent  75 for 6
Lost by 4 wickets 

Bromley 


161 for 9
Under 11b 

108

Lost by 53 runs 
Bromley Town Under 13
98 for 7
Under 13b 

102 for 6
Won by 4 wickets 

1st Xl 



58 for 5
New Beckenham 
Match abandoned – rain
2nd Xl 



26 for 0
New Beckenham 
Match abandoned – rain 

Old Colfeians 


16 for 1
3rd Xl


Match abandoned – rain 

Hayes Under 15b

116 for 5
Under 15b

59

Lost by 57 runs 

Beckenham Under 15a
141 for 3
Under 15a 

144 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 
Under 11a


102 for 6
Bromley Common
76 for 9
Won by 26 runs 
Hayes Under 13a

124

Under 13a 

128 for 7
Won by 3 wickets 

Bromley Common 

220 for 8
1st Xl


91

Lost by 129 runs 
Gravesend 3rd Xl 

160

2nd Xl 


150

Lost by 10 runs 
3rd Xl 



139 for 7
Chislehurst & 






West Kent

86

Won by 53 runs 
4th Xl 



158 for 7
Catford &






Cyphers 

83

Won by 75 runs
Under 15b


160 for 5
New Beckenham
63

Won by 97 runs 

Sunday Development side
177 for 7
Gravesend 


Match abandoned – rain 

Email(s) to the Editor 





Dear Mike,


Thank you for a wonderful day at the Club – President’s Day, and especially a big ‘thank you’ for making Veronica Shearer so welcome.   (Eric Massey’s daughter). 

 She would like to come again next year.  It is sometimes difficult bringing people back after a long spell away but you helped with tales of the past, etc.  Everyone spoke so highly of her father - she was really pleased.


The plaques look great and the GOWLS are meeting for lunch on Thursday.  The name comes from the OW’s OWLS with the G standing for Girls.  I suppose we were the original Wags of the OWs.  


Jill Forbes
NICE TO SEE YOU. TO SEE YOU NICE     Kings Hill   313 ,   1st    Xl   229 
 “Welcome to Legoland”, the  neon lights proudly proclaimed, “home of Old Wilsonian Bruce Graham who has played over 1,000 games of football and scored 97 goals for this great Club.”

Later in the afternoon said Bruce made an appearance to support the 1st Xl – cricket version.
“I live behind the sight-screen” he informed me. 

“Must be a bit cold in the winter” I opined.

We had never played here before and, as with every away game, we arrived early and your correspondent spent some time walking round the boundary edge encountering Louis and Josh in their Nets, past the sight-screen – “Morning Bruce” - and back to pavilion.

It was not long before two speakers were placed either side of a table pumping out non descript music.

“Got any Bob Dylan or Leonard Cohen” I inquired, only to be ignored. 

It turned out that the man responsible for all of this mayhem  was Mark Knox, the Kings Hill scorer.

“Are we going to have this all afternoon” I inquired.

“No”, he replied “just before the game to entertain the crowd, which I looked, in vein,  to find. 

You never know what to expect from new opponents but Kings Hill had been promoted last season and had started this one well – that old maxim of winning becomes a habit. 

We took an early wicket but then our hosts started to build partnerships -  81, 76. 69 but at 259 for 4 they then started to lose wickets, six of them for a mere 54 runs, thanks mainly to Andrew Pomering, who finished with 6 for 67, including the tenth to the last ball of the 50th over, the only problem, from our point of view, being that their earlier good batting meant that they finished on an impressive 313.

We started our reply well enough,  despite losing the skipper early – the sweep shot is always fraught with danger, particularly at the start of an innings  – and Syd and Velsen took the score to 87 before they both departed within five runs of each other,  and when Elliott and Louis returned to the pavilion swiftly afterwards  we were on a perilous 102 for 5 and when Jon was then dismissed  we were 131 for 7,  Sahan at the crease with Dan Nichols, playing only his fourth 1st Xl game.

Dan is a bit like Dan Seston in that he starts tentatively but the longer he is at the crease the better he looks. He lost Sahan with the score on 160 and then he and the other youngsters helped push the score to 229, remaining 56 not out at the end himself. 

“That was a bit closer than it might been” enthused an excited Bruce Graham.

So we lost but picked up the maximum points – 8 – from a losing game.

The skipper has expressed that he is happy with our position midway through the season and, with nine games left, we could still be in the mix come the first week of September 
Man of the match:  Andrew Pomering – 6 for 67 tells its own story, but he knows that conceding more than a run a ball, and bowling no balls and wides,  means that he still has a lot to learn and I have suggested he speaks to the master – Doug Forbes – who will give him invaluable advice. 
(Syd) Sherlock Mitchell (Velsen) Devarajulu Bettridge Pryor Nichols Rodda.J Adeesha Pomering Lawrence.J Willis 
EXPERIENCE TRIUMPHS OVER YOUTH   1st   Xl   231   for  7., Broadstairs   232  for  8 

The team showed five changes from last week as we prepared to make the longest trip of the season to Broadstairs – those two facts are surely not related? 

Your correspondent was five minutes late – an accident outside Sydenham’s Lidls being responsible – although not as late as Josh Merchant, one of the five changes – but we were one of the first cars to arrive at the seaside resort,  thanks to the skilled driving of Robbie Adams, making his 1st Xl debut – his grand-parents will be proud.

The new team saw a new opening partnership with Sahan and Dan – who, but for Andrew’s six wickets,  would probably have been MoM last week – being the first to the crease, and it was the ‘professional’ who was the first to return when he offered  a simple catch, a dismissal that can probably best be described as ‘an accident waiting  to happen,’ and when Velsen and Elliott succumbed to successive balls,  we were 39 for 3 and it was soon 46 for 5 when Dan was run out for 27 and Josh Merchant returned to the pavilion five balls later. 

This brought the skipper and vice-skipper together and they progressed the score to 93 before ‘Mitch’ offered a simple caught and bowled – gratefully accepted – when he was on 25 with 23 overs still to bat; enter Ollie Willis. 

Ollie is another of the youngsters with only a handful of 1st Xl games under his bumble bee cap and he strode to the wicket in the knowledge that, earlier in the week, his skipper had observed:
“Ollie has been batting very well in the Nets.” 

And he batted very well here, too, as he and Jon put on 108 for the seventh wicket before Ollie lost his senior partner for a well crafted 90. What could Ollie and Shehan Sivaranjan – another youngster with limited 1st Xl experience – do for the remaining 22 balls of our innings? 

Quite a lot, as it happens, putting on another 30 runs to leave us on 231 for 7 after 50 overs. 

Sahan opened the bowling and debutant Robbie Adams took the new ball from the other end. 1st Xl cricket is tough, and Robbie’s first over went for 12 and the first two balls of his second over both went  for four, after which he only conceded six from his following 22 – Gerry rarely used to do that!

The last over arrived with Broadstairs on 225 for 8, thus needing seven to win and when the first ball was struck over the long-off boundary for six we knew that we could not win and a single off the next ball meant that we had lost.


This was a valiant effort from such a young and inexperienced team against a side brimming with experience – you get to remember the names as the years go by – and we picked up another seven points which woud have been eight had we taken another wicket; well done everyone. 

And thanks for the lift Robbie – your driving is far better than Gerry’s when he is on the golf course
MOM:  Jon Rodda – held the middle and late order together, although Ollie ran him close
Adeesha Nichols (Velsen)Deverajulu Bettridge Rodda.J Merchant Mitchell  Willis (Shehan)Sivaranjan Adams.R Sellar 

BLOWING IN THE WIND     Harvel  152,    1st    Xl    156  for  6 

The 1st Xl defied the elements, the  sight-screen at the Wickham Park end blew over, twice, and the umpires called for ‘heavy bails.’ 

The rain clouds threatened all afternoon and the start was delayed by 15 minutes. The rain came again,  just as  Harvel’s innings ended , and the resumption was delayed slightly after tea but we managed to get  a full game in and it ended at 6-39 

The conditions induced ‘Mitch’ to bowl first  and by the time the openers had completed their first spells the score was 46 for 3,  and that was the pattern of the game really, as Harvel lost wickets at regular intervals and were bowled out for 152 in 43.3 overs – Jon was not asked to bowl a second spell, Sahan  finished with 3 for 31 and ‘Mitch’  2 for 33,  but let’s  talk about the youngsters.

James Sellar is a leg-spinner – it’s always good to see them; there are not many of those around and batsmen find them difficult to play as a consequence. They are always liable to concede runs – at Broadstairs James conceded 37 of them  from seven overs – but he is learning his trade and, certainly on that occasion, was playing against experienced batsmen 

He turns the ball sharply and has a good quicker ball and today he took 2 for 15 from eight overs,  inducing both of his victims to lob a catch to Dan Nichols at a deep mid-off/short long on position.

Ollie shone  with the bat at Broadstairs but this time he did so with the ball, being the only OW player to bowl his full ten overs to finish with 2 for 29 – conceding less than three runs an over and taking two wickets means that no side will reach 150 if every bowler did the same – apologies for stating obvious and basic mathematics. 

On this occasion our opponents made 152 and when we started our reply Dan Nichols had retained his opening batting  position but was joined this time by the returning Syd Sherlock – does that make Dan the senior partner – and they took the score to 56 before ‘the senior’ partner holed out to long-on  for 34 before the ‘junior partner’ did exactly the same thing when he was on 37 and the total was on 89,  and three balls later we were  89 for 4. 

However, Velsen was still there and although he lost Elliott when the score was on 101 and Sahan at 143, he and the skipper saw us over the line for a valuable 18 points 
MOM: Velsen – stood firm when all around him thretaned to crumble 
(Syd) Sherlock Nichols (Velsen)Devarajulu Pryor Rodda.J Betridge Adeesha Mitchell Willis Pomering Sellar 

‘NAN’   BRIGHTENS  DULL AFTERNOON   1st   Xl  58  for  5   v  New  Beckenham

Duckworth Lewis strode purposefully and contentedly around the boundary rope at New Beckenham. It was a little after 11-30 on Saturday July 22nd and he knew that it was going to be his afternoon.

It was a little breezy and the clouds were high, but every weather app that could be consulted indicated that steady and persistent rain would arrive and that his imaginative way of deciding the outcome of a game of cricket would come into play. 
“I don’t know why they bother turning up”, he told his wife as he was about the leave home.
“In fact I do not why anyone bothers to play cricket at all, as I have discovered a way of deciding the outcome of a game of cricket whatever the weather, which I will reveal before the start of the 2024 season.” 

Duckworth was in a particularly good mood as, in the morning post, he had received a letter from Buckingham Palace informing him that he had been awarded a knighthood in Boris Johnson’s resignation honours list; or was it Liz Truss; it is so difficult to keep up these days.
“Sir Duckworth Lewis”, he mused, “it has a satisfying ring to it.” 

Only 19 overs were possible in this game, during which we lost five wickets -  three lbws and two neatly taken catches – and we will never know what might have happened had play continued into the afternoon; there were 58 runs on the board at the time and ‘Mitch’ and Elliott were the not out batsmen. 

As ever with cricket there is always a delay until the decision is made that no further play is possible and the players spent the intervening time playing darts and pool, but the highlight of the afternoon was the arrival of ‘Nan’  -  aka Jill, aka Syd and Stan’s Nan, Tony’s mum and Jo’s mother-in-law. 

Not only is ‘Nan’ a similar age to your correspondent but she also, like him, lives in Sydenham. It was great to meet you Jill and hope to see you again – possibly at Hayes or maybe the local Sainsbury’s.
Player of the match:  Nan 
(Syd)Sherlock Nichols (Velsen)Deverajulu Rodda.J Pryor Bettridge Mitchell Adeesha Pomering Willis Simpson 
BROMLEY COMMON HAVE US IN A SPIN   Bromley Common   220  for  8.  1st  Xl   91  

“When was the last time we beat Bromley Common?”
“Last season – we got 321 for 5 and then bowled them out for 166.” 
“Apart from that, when was the last time we beat Bromley Common?” 
“Hold on a minute – this is  beginning to sound like ‘Monty Python’s Life of Brian’; you will start talking about the roads, education  and sewage next.” 

It is true, that, over the years, our results against our good friends and neighbours has not been of the best, but they are a good side and even had a brief spell in the Premier Division.

On this occasion they won the toss and elected to bowl, according to the umpires – no doubt influenced by the rain in the morning and in the air – only for said umpires to inform the scorers five minutes later they had, in fact, opted to bat, despite the morning rain etc . 

We took an early wicket but then had to wait another 68 runs for the next one and although only two batsmen made significant contributions, our visitors  gleaned 220 for 8 from their 50 overs which, considering the conditions, was probably a par score, 

Sahan  finished with 3 for 46 and ‘Mitch’ 2 for 15 from his ten overs – his first spell, of four overs, conceded just one run and his second spell began with two maidens.

“If we bat properly we should win”, opined your correspondent during the tea interval and our new opening partnership of Syd and Dan showed every intention of doing that until Syd offered the gentlest of catches when the score was on 41 and Dan was bowled six balls later with no further addition to the score. 

What followed was painful to watch as we lost the remaining eight wickets for 50 runs in 19.1 overs.

Six players were bowled, and their two spinners took 7 for 25 between them in 10.4 overs, a propensity to play back to them being a major contributory factor. 

Bromley Common now sit second in the table and we wish them well and, if they are promoted, we will no doubt be playing them in a pre-season friendly next season instead of in a league fixture.
MOM:  Mitch – his tight spell of bowling was equal to that of the Common’s two spinners,  meaning that their combined analysis read 20-8-40-9
(Syd) Sherlock  Nichols.D (Velsen) Devarajulu Pryor  Rodda.J Bettridge Mitchell Adeesha Pomering Lawrence.J Simpson 
COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION  -   August  31st 
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