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July sees four  important events, all of which you should support 

This Saturday, July 9th, sees the ‘Graham Watts Memorial Day’ when we remember someone we lost 18 months ago and all that he did for the Cricket Club and Association  per se.

He was the OWCC’s 2nd Xl scorer for over 20 years, assiduously put their results, and those of other sides, onto play-cricket within hours of their completion and registered many players so that they could play for us .

His nephew, Jonathan, will be in attendance and during the course of the afternoon Graham’s ashes will be scattered on the memorial garden and a plaque will be placed adjacent to that of his brother, Bryan, who was also a great servant of the Club.

Sunday July 24th sees President’s Day when Margo Lawrence will be pulling out all of the stops to ensure that this is celebrated in the traditional way when players, both past and present, will be honouring Margo and exchanging experiences. 

Margo has a number of surprises up her sleeve and you would be a fool to miss them,  whilst failing to support our esteemed President will be considered very  bad practice.

As if being President  was not enough work to do,  Margo has also been sorting out the  under 13 and under 15 Jack Petchey awards,  and her report appears elsewhere in this newsletter. Margo was particularly impressed with the unity of this group,  thereby demonstrating that there are yet another fine  group of youngsters adopting the Old Wilsonian spirit.

The winners were: Max Ruskin, Under 13s and Marcus Bole, under 15s, and  sincere congratulations to both.

On Monday July 25th we start cricket week, with games every day, so please make yourself available to play, score or umpire to ensure that the week goes well. 

Our final important event of July is the ever popular Race Night on Saturday July 30th,  this year being organised by Paul Cummings – thanks  Paul – and you are encouraged to come along and have a flutter. 

Performance of the month must go to Louis Trace who scored 108 for the 4th Xl in their game against   Old Roan 3rd Xl.   Louis is just 14 and has the makings of a prodigious talent 

Congratulations, too, to Ishmail September and Tyrell Duberry, both of  whom  also reached three figures when playing for the Sunday social side,  but I think they would both agree that Louis’s performance outshines that of their own.

It has to be said that, like May, June was not the best of months for our sides, particularly the senior teams, but as June turned  into July, three of our four sides were victorious as we reached the half-way stage of the season and,  with  exams finishing, and many players returning from University,   availability  will improve and results will almost certainly improve as well. 

So let’s approach the final two months in a positive spirit, support your skippers and committee and be there to answer the call for help when it comes.




Who to contact and how

Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com

Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen and






         Steve Lawrence email: stevelawrence@gmail.com 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 


Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 




Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 

Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com




June Results 
Bexleyheath Under 11b

146 for 3
Under 11  
 62

Lost by 84 runs 

Bromley 



226 for 7
1st Xl

175

Lost by 51 runs 

Broadstairs 2nd Xl 


197 for 9
2nd Xl 

198 for 8
Won by 2 wickets 

London Knights 1st Xl 

166 for 8
3rd Xl 

109 for 6 
Lost by 57 runs 

4th Xl






Bexleyheath 5th Xl
Bexleyheath conceded 

Under 15b





Bexleyheath Under 15b 
No play possible 

Bromley Common T20 side 

130

OW T20 side 
43

Lost by 87 runs 

Gravesend Under 14


168 for 6
Under 14
109 for 9
Lost by 59 runs 

Under 11



269 

Chislehurst & 







West Kent 
263 

Won by 6 runs 
St Lawrence & Highland Court 
178

1st Xl 

181 for 5
Won by 5 wickets 
Catford Wanderers 2nd Xl

254

2nd Xl 

255 for 5 
Won by 5 wickets 

3rd Xl 




160 for 9
Sidcup

163 for 2
Lost by 8 wickets 

4th Xl 




212 for 6
Old Roan 3rd Xl  142 for 9
Won by 70 runs 

Streatham & Marlborough Under 15
141 for 6
Under 15b 
94

Lost by 47runs 

Sunday Xl 



256 for 7
Carlton Sports  259 for 1
Lost by 9 wickets 

Under 14



162 for 7
Bromley Under 13   117 for 5
 Won by 45 runs 

Under 13a



102

Bromley Common   105 for 6
 Lost by 5 wickets 

Bexleyheath Under 12


188 for 2
Under 12 

112
Lost by 76 runs

1st Xl 




203 for 7
Bromley Common  205 for 7
Lost by 3 wickets 

2nd Xl 




175

Whitstable 
176 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets 

3rd Xl




150

Catford & Cyphers   136
Won by 14 runs 

4th Xl




106

Catford & Cyphers  107 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets

Under 15b



110 for 8
Farningham 
         113 for 3 Lost by 7 wickets 
Under 13b



112

Streatham & 







Marlborough
112 for 5
Tie

Under 13a



156 for 7
Hayes


65
Won by 91 runs

Chislehurst & West Kent Under 11b
121

Under 11b

100
Lost by21 runs 

Linden Park 



334 for 8
1st Xl 


275
Lost by 59 runs 

Linden Park 



268 for 7
2nd Xl 


260
Lost by 8 runs 

Beckenham 4th Xl 


217 for 6
3rd Xl 


151 for 9   Lost by 66 runs 

4th Xl 




115 for 9
Bromley Common 
116 for 9 Won by 1 wicket 

Sunday Development side 

184

Bexley 

188 for 7 Lost by 3 wickets 

Under 15b 





Chislehurst

Chislehurst conceded 






 
& West Kent





Old Elthamians 


189 for 4
Under 11

80
Lost by 109 runs 
Wilson’s School T20 


127 for 4
OW T20

114 for 6 Lost by 13 runs




 

Under 11



126 for 7
ODCUACO 

115 for 9 Won by 11 runs 
Under 13a



159  for 7
Beckenham 

135 for 7  Won by 24 runs

Bromley 



127 for 6
Under 13a

131 for 7  Won by 3 wickets 
Jack Petchey awards report 

I just wanted to share with you all the outcomes of the recent request for nominations for both the U13 and U15 Jack Petchy awards.


Before advising of the winners I would like to say what a lovely two groups of boys the U13s and U15s were when I went round collecting the votes.  They were very polite and engaging when talking to me and there seemed to be a good bond within both groups,  which was great to see, with lots of encouraging responses on why they had made their nomination selection.


In the U15s there was a good spread of votes, with Ethan Stapleford, Jake Stratford and Louis Trace all being recognised by more than a couple of their peers, but it was Marcus Bole who received the most nominations. 

The comments received about  Marcus were that his fielding was good and that he brought excitement to the field (which I took to mean that he generated energy and helped the boys stay alert and ready, which is such a great asset in a game of cricket). Marcus's  bowling was also singled out as being good and had improved over the season,  and had taken four wickets in one game. One peer simply said he was “a legend on and off the pitch.” Congratulations Marcus.


For the U13s, there was a good spread of nominations but the clear winner was Max Ruskin. The comments made about Max were that he is not just a great, consistent player, but he helps to encourage the team in matches. The same peer also said of Max that he had helped him with his bowling technique during matches and kept the team positive even when they were behind. 

Other comments echoed the help and guidance Max provides and the quality of his playing. These comments included, “Max is a role model and always supportive of the players as captain”, “Good captain and leader”, “Very encouraging and friendly” and “keeps his head under pressure”. Congratulations Max.


Both boys now have a few days to choose how they wish to spend their £250 award money, although I think they already have some ideas.


Well done again to Marcus and Max, both are clearly very deserving of their Award.


Margo Lawrence, OWCC Colts Membership secretary and Safe-guarding Officer 
YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO WASTE  11  OVERS    Bromley   227  for  6   1st  Xl  175
“Morning Josh”, I shouted as ‘Goat-Boy’ boarded the bus. 
No response and he went to the top deck, no doubt enjoying the sounds coming through his ear-phones, conjecture wondering if he was listening to the likes of ‘The Exploding Contraceptive’ or possibly ‘Death by Milk-float’, so popular with youngsters these days. 
Twenty-five minutes later he descended the stairs as the bus reached the West Wickham Leisure Centre and it turns out that he had been listening to Ricky Gervais 
“Got to rush as need to pick up my kit” he explained,  and disappeared from sight somewhat in the manner as when he attempts a quick single. 

Bromley were our opponents, a ground I had previously only visited once – for a Sunday Development game. They were in the Premier Division last year and winners of that league not that long ago and presented another example of the fact  that the 1st Xl will have to get used to playing sides so much superior to those in Division Two. 

‘Mitch’ won the toss and inserted our hosts and we did well to reduce them to 127 for 5 in the 31st over and two more wickets could have seen us in the driving seat, but a sixth wicket partnership of 52 in ten overs, in which the rotation of the strike was particularly impressive, put them in control and they finished on 226 for 7. 

In the last 20 overs our bowling and fielding had not been of the highest quality and Ish and I agreed  during the tea interval that we should have been chasing 170, but  that  227 was still ‘gettable’ , but, when we slumped to  31 for 6, this seemed to be a very foolish prediction.

However,  Matt Abbett, who had not been feeling too well, now joined Matt Golding to take us to 77 for 7 and when ‘Mabbs’ perished,  we needed 150 from nearly 30 overs. 

Nostradamus, aka Ish, joined ‘Pigeon’ to take the score to 93 whereupon the aforementioned ‘Goat Boy’, having retrieved his kit, dug in well to put on 61 with the ornithologist before being caught behind for a well constructed 16.

Enter Dave Ellicott-White, a sight to cheer any bowling side and one that sparks an OW team to wash their hands for the traditional end of the game hand-shakes but, to be fair, he did hang around long enough to push the score along to 175 and a second batting point. 

Matt ended on 90 not out and we lost by 51 runs, but there were 11 overs remaining and, but for the brittle batting earlier,  victory could so easily have been ours, and had we caught and fielded as well as we can, successfully chasing a total of 170 could well have been a reality.
MOM: Matt Golding – an imperious 90 not out and deserved to be on the winning side 
Interesting fact of the game:  Did not see Goat Boy on the bus on the journey home 
(Syd) Sherlock Rodda.J Drewe Golding Pryor Mitchell Pomering.A Abbett.M September Lawrence.J Ellicott-White 
FEAR NO-ONE   St Lawrece & Highland Court  178   1st   Xl  181  for  5 

Having played a former Premier League side the week before, the 1st Xl welcomed one who had ambitions to be promoted to the top flight as St Lawrence and Highland Court came to Hayes having won all of their first five games. 

It is important to respect every opponent and its constituent parts – i.e. its team – but it is equally important to fear no-one. The 1st Xl have worked hard to gain promotion and are there on merit – 15 wins from 18 games last year speaks for itself, and we are in Division One as equals and not a side making up the numbers, and there is no better example of that maxim than this game as we totally out-played our ambitious opponents to record a five wicket victory. 

The league leaders won the toss and chose to take first use of our batting friendly wicket and made steady progress but then lost three wickets with the score on 110, which reduced them to 110 for 5. They still had over 14 overs remaining and the season so far had taught us that most Division One sides bat all the way down – see The Mote and Holmesdale – and they did progress to 178 but failed to use all of their overs and had nine balls remaining when the last wicket fell. 

‘Mitch’, 2 for 22 from 10 overs, Dave Ellicott-White, 3 for 31 from 10 and Matt Golding, 2 for 33 from 9, were the epitome of economy and penetration whilst Ish also picked up 2 wickets and Guy Hannah one. The latter needs to overcome his Achilles heel – bowling wides – and there is no-one more frustrated than himself at this fault and he berates himself frequently.

We lost an early wicket and when Matt Golding subsequently departed for 23 – a failure in his terms – we were still handily placed and an opportunity arose for others to stand up to the plate.

‘Mitch’ was still there, having opened the batting in Syd’s absence. The skipper has been batting lower in the order so far this season than he should, and he was joined by Louis Pryor, someone who was badly in need of runs. 

Louis is a frustrating batsman to watch and does not score anywhere near the runs his ability warrants. His innings against Dartford last year was one of quality, as was that against Bickley Park the year before in our mini-league, but he needs to believe in himself more and the faith his skipper has shown in him by selecting him each week and, remember,  Louis, fear no-one 

In this game he and ‘Mitch’ put on 60 for the third wicket and there were 82 runs scored when he was at the crease, of which he scored 31, and we needed 42 when he departed, ‘Mitch’ having made 46 well crafted runs 

Matt Abbett was on 2 when Louis departed and was joined by Elliott Bettridge who “has been working on his batting” I was reliably informed. And so it proved, as he and ‘Mabbs’ saw us home with almost 9 overs to spare

Elliott proved to be the perfect foil for ‘Mabbs’, playing very straight , picking up the occasional run, whilst Matt himself was not in his normal hurry,  played each ball on its merit,  was restrained and, Yes, batted sensibly. 

This was a morale boosting victory for the 1st Xl and, hopefully, the start of better things to come. In the past two weeks they have lost to a former Premier division side and beaten one  who have pretentions of playing in the top flight.

The difference between the two games is that, in our defeat, we did not use the 11 overs we had to spare properly; in our victory we  used the nine in hand to our advantage.
MOM  Mitch – Steady and penetrative bowling and an innings of maturity 
Interesting fact of the game: The first three St Lawrence and Highland Court bowlers all conceded 34 runs 
Rodda.J Mitchell Golding Pryor Drewe Abbett,.M Bettridge Simpson September Hannah Ellicott-White 
THERE ARE LIMITS TO FRIENDSHIP    1st   Xl    203  for  9  Bromley Common 205 for 7 

Had this been a game of football it would have been described as ‘a six-pointer’, both sides having just one victory between them in 12 attempts. 

Not only are Bromley Common near neighbours of ours but they are good friends – the temptation to start singing should be resisted.  We will never forget their kindness when they offered us their ground to play the T20 semi-final against Bexley in 2020 as Hayes had given way to football and this year’s version of that format of the game had pitted us against each other and they achieved a comfortable victory in this year’s  T20  competition earlier in the month. 

They, like us, are a well-run club, have a vibrant colts section and play the game in the same positive way and we hope that they maintain their Division One status, albeit not at our expense,  of course!

“Can anyone in our Club win the toss?” bemoaned Leigh Walker, the Bromley Common skipper,  as he lost it, and by implication, for more than the first time this season 

Despite the return of Syd the skipper and vice-skipper opened the batting again, a sensible move -  the virtues of having a right and left-hander opening the batting are well known and do not need repeating here -   and they put on 66 before, and with Bromley Common’s  fifth bowler, Jon was trapped lbw for 27 to be replaced by Matt Golding who, for once,  came in after we had made a solid start, scoring at 4 an over,  and when ‘Mitch’ was then caught behind for a solid 40 in the 21st over,  the run rate had been maintained. 

Could we build on this encouraging start? Sadly, No, as two further wickets fell quickly and although Andrew Pomering then helped ‘Pigeon’ put on 40 for the fifth wicket, he, too, was caught behind for 12. 

Enter Elliott Bettridge, and he and Matt put on 30 before the senior partner holed out for 65,  leaving Elliot to work with the tale, rather than being part of it, but with only four overs remaining,  from which we accrued a further 27 runs, Elliott himself being run out for 21, which could have proved crucial runs,  and when Bromley Common slumped to 61 for 4,  we were certainly in the driving seat

However a fifth wicket stand of 81 put the Common back into the game, and when the partnership was eventually broken, they still needed 64 from 12 overs, which they did with nine balls and three wickets to spare.

The 1st Xl are a top-line bowler short and rely on just  four for their success, two of whom did not bowl well in this game – they know who they are and this is not a criticism for both have performed admirably so far this season. Batting-wise the middle order continues to be brittle and a top class performer in this position is badly needed, but it is what it is and we just have to cope. 

I still think we can survive in this Division, but it is not going to be easy as, like us, many sides have players short of the quality needed at this level. Everyone needs to look at themselves, address the issues they have, overcome them and we will be alright.

Despite the results the spirit and camaraderie in the team continues to be high, with everyone encouraging each other. All we need is that little extra grit, concentration and determination 
MOM: Ishmail September. Took the first three wickets to fall and then broke that fifth wicket stand, finishing with 4 for 24 
Interesting fact of the game/day: This was Paul McCartney’s 80th birthday, and although it  is  not known what he thinks  about the game of cricket,   he did perform  at the Melbourne Cricket ground on 4 Feb 2017 and ‘The Beatles’  were certainly influenced by Buddy Holly  and the Crickets,  and sang many of their songs in their first incantation as ‘The Quarrymen’, and Beatles/Crickets?  Thank heavens they did not decide to call themselves ‘The Badgers.’ 
LAPSES IN THE FIELD AGAIN PROVE FATAL   Linden Park  334 for  8.  1st  Xl  275

The results, and league table, may not illustrate this, but the 1st Xl are getting there. They lost this game because Linden Park batted well and we bowled and fielded badly. The good news is that we batted well – more of which later – and the side was probably the strongest team we have fielded this season.

No-one thought that the step up to Division One was going to be easy – all three elements of the game are going to be better and, in particular,  sides tend to bat all the way down and the so-called tail is a but  a mirage.

The reality is that we are probably a batsman and a bowler short and, to my mind, have seven genuine 1st Xl players at this level, but this game gave strong evidence that those four – diplomacy prevents me from stating how that seven/four split is evidenced but am prepared to tell the side itself – are nearly there.

Linden Park started as if they meant business with almost a dismissive attitude to those upstarts who, 12 months ago, were playing a Division below them and raced to 42 in fiver overs before Ish trapped one of their openers lbw for a whirlwind 30  -  four 4s and two 6s – and  when ‘Mitch’, who had brought himself on a lot earlier than he probably would have liked, induced their number 3 to lob a gentle catch to Louis Pryor at short mid-wicket, we had claimed our second success. 

However, our hosts soon re-grouped and then scored quickly and freely to finish on a monumental 334 for 8, and although Matt Golding (3), Ish (2) and Mitch (2) all took wickets,  it will be the runs conceded column that will concern them most, but none of them were helped by dropped catches and sloppy fielding – the same thing happened at Bromley. 

The 1s always begin their preparations at least 90 minutes before the games start, both home and away, which includes going through a vigorous series of fielding drills which, at the moment, are not being manifest in the games themselves, but they will be. 

Facing such a large target is ominous and the first task had to be to get to 225 – maximum batting points – and then review the situation,  and our positive attitude was illustrated when ‘Mabbs’. playing the Jonny Bairstow role, opened with Jon Rodda and they surpassed Linden Park’s electric start – 28 for 0 in three overs   as opposed to 23 for 0. 

‘Mabbs’ had already hit two 6s from successive balls but, to the last ball of the fourth over, and in attempting to hit another maximum boundary, was caught and bowled and when ‘Pigeon’ was caught behind we were 60 for 2 with less than nine overs gone, during which time Jon had batted beautifully and his 60 was, to me, the best innings of the game 


It took a good catch to dismiss him, at which point we were 103 for 3 in the 14th over. ‘Mitch’ and Syd then put on 70 for the fourth wicket in 16 overs before Syd fell to a catch in the deep for 20 and the skipper and Louis put on another 40 before the latter unluckily played on. 

Louis could be that extra batsmen we are looking for. He has not had an easy season but on this occasion, and also against St Lawrence & Highland Court, he played with the confidence and controlled aggression that he needs to the extent that he was the major scorer, 27, in his partnership with his skipper

The skipper was the next to go for a well-crafter 63 at which point we were 220 for 6 and although we still had 14 overs to score 116 runs, we had lost all of top batsmen. However, Elliott Bettridge‘s batting has been a revelation this season,  and although he only scored 5,  he and Andrew Pomering kept us in the game and after Elliott’s dismissal the former batted with a conviction that victory was still on the cards and he and Ishmail, who had a  similar intent, put on 27 before both perished through well-held catches on the boundary for 27 and 10 respectively 

The bad news is that we lost this game because Linden Park bowled and fielded better than we did – it is probably the first time this season that we have bowled badly as a collective unit.

The good news is that we scored 275 runs – there will not be many other occasions on which any side scores 275 and loses – and on a day when our two major run-getters scored just 19 between them.
MOM: Jon Rodda  - back to his best  with an innings that reminded me of his form a couple of years ago when we won the local mini-league; more please, JR 
Interesting point of the game: “Our scorer always arrives at the last minute,” their skipper informed me. “He’s 15 but looks about 11.”  He did arrive at the last minute and did look about 11 but, and more to the point, was a very good scorer 
Rodda.J Abbett.M Golding Mitchell (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Bettridge Pomering.A September Lawrence.J Ellicott-White 
COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION -  JULY 3st  - make sure you don’t miss it! 
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