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Not the pefect start to the season but it is still early days 

It’s an old adage that it’s a marathon not a sprint and it is true,  and not something people hide behind when things have not started well , which is a way of saying that the first full  month of the season has not been ideal for the OWCC. 

The 1st Xl have yet to adapt to Division One cricket  but they will do so and although they have lost all four games they have been  competitive in each and  every one of them and, at certain points, were in a winning position at some stage.  

Availability  in the early part of the season is always a problem,  with many youngsters taking important exams and those slightly older away at University, but these days are coming to an end and we will welcome them all back soon. 

We have also recruited some new players, welcome them warmly  and hope they have a long successful and rewarding  relationship with the OWs.  

The good news is that the Colts have started well,  are able to field six sides on a regular basis,  availability is improving and the Dynamo sessions, involving our very youngest members, are approached with extreme enthusiasm as those who are at the ground on Saturday mornings will testify, whilst girls/women’s cricket is also taking off in a big way.

The Sunday ‘social’  side have played their first game, a high-scoring one against Steatham & Marlborough,  with  fathers and sons and daughter and father being an integral part of team selection, whilst  the Sunday Development  team start their fixtures  on June 26th and Justin Pryor  continues to look after our under 19 team  – many thanks Justin. 

Sincere congratulations are due to Tom Sullivan and Alexandra and Josh Holland and Laura on their recent marriages and we wish them every happiness and a long lives together. 

Congratulations, too, to Doug Forbes who, in the 3rd Xl’s game against Colfeians,  took his 1,500th wicket for the Club – it does not seem that long ago that he recorded his 1,000th - so 2,000 is not beyond the realms of possibility for our most successful bowler ever. 

There still seems to be a reluctance to make contributions to this newsletter - only Colin Smith has done so this month -  and 
I can only write substantial reports for games I score;  my mini-reports on  play-cricket and  our website are mostly of games I have not seen and, therefore,  not authentic.

A monthly round-up from all of our sides, including the colts, would be enlightening and, more importantly, make everyone feel part of this publication and, by implication, the Club, so why not think about sending me your thoughts. 

Stephen Millward and the committee are currently working very hard in ensuring that are Clubmark status is retained – and it will be – whilst Margo Lawrence is updating  all of our Safeguarding policies as well as carrying at out her duties as  President. 

A number of Colts parents have volunteered to help with that vital section of the Club under the steward-ship of Chair Barrie Frampton and ably assisted by Paul Matthews, the King of the fixtures, so there is much good work being  done and those results will improve – and soon 



Who to contact and how

Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com

Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen and






         Steve Lawrence email: stevelawrence@gmail.com 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 


Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 




Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 

Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com




May Results 
Under 15a 

162 for 9
Chislehurst & West Kent
149

Won by 13 runs
Under 13a

133 for 6
Hayes



113 for 6
Won by 20 runs 

Under 11

87 for 8
Bexley 


80

Won by 7 runs 

Under 13b 

138 for 4
Bromley Town 

73 for 5
Won by 65 runs 

Dartford

155

1st Xl



98

Lost by 57 runs 

Sidcup 2nd Xl 

244 for 6
2nd Xl 



217 for 9
Lost by 27 runs

Old Colfeians 
3rd Xl
162 for 7
3rd Xl



46

Lost by 116 runs 

4th Xl 




Ex-Blues 




4th Xl conceded 

Under 15b 



Old Elthamians Under l5a


OWs conceded 

Under 15a 

73

Bickley Park 


74 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets 

Under 12

104 for 6
Bromley Bulldogs 

105 for 2
Lost by 8 wickets 

Hayes Under 11b 
148 for 5
Under 11


134 for 6
Lost by 14 runs 

ODCUACO 

104 for 2
Under 11


58 for 9
Lost by 46 runs 

Beckenham Under 13
106 for 5
Under 13


111 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 

Under 11

3 for 0

Chislehurst & West Kent 


Match abandoned 

1st Xl 


207 for 9
The Mote 


208 for 8
Lost by 2 wickets 

The Mote 

304 for 6
2nd Xl 



63

Lost by 241 runs

Hayes 3rd Xl 

193

3rd Xl 



86

Lost by 107 runs

4th Xl 


163 

Ex-Blues 2nd Xl 

164 for 4
Lost by 6 wickets 

New Beckenham Under 15      88
Under 15b 


89 for 5
Won by 5 wickets 

Bexley under 15b
102 for 8
Under 15a 


105 for 6
Won by 4 wickets 

Under 13a

152 for 5
Bromley under 12

100

Won by 52 runs 

Under 11

97 for 8
Hayes 



77 for 6
Won by 20 runs 
Under 13b

124 for 8
Catford and Cyphers 

125 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets 

1st Xl


71

Canterbury 


72 for 7
Lost by 3 wickets

2nd Xl 


149 

Catford and Cyphers

151 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets
Dulwich 6th Xl 
61

4th Xl 



65 for 0
Won by 10 wickets

Under 15b 

140 for 8
Catford and Cyphers 

47

Won by 93 runs 

Under 15a



Bromley 




OWs conceded 

Hayes Under 14
127 for 7
Under 14


135 for 3
Won by 7 wickets 

Under 13b 



Beckenham 




Abandoned 

Under 13a 

87

Orpington


64 for 9
Won by 23 runs 

Dulwich under 10
166 for 7
Under 10


49

Lost by 117 runs 

Holmesdale 

193 for 8
1st Xl



175

Lost by 18 runs 

Minster 

288

2nd Xl



149 for 9
Lost by 139 runs 

Bexley 5th Xl

232 for 4
3rd Xl 



104

Lost by 128 runs 

Bromley Common 5th Xl  144

4th Xl 



94

Lost by 50 runs 

Under 15b 



Greenwich Junior Academy 


Greenwich conceded 

Greenwich Junior Academy 164 for 5
Under 15a 

159 for 6
Lost by 5 runs 
Sunday Xl 

251

Streatham and Marlborough 
253 for 6
Lost by 4 wickets 

Under 13b



New Beckenham 



No play possible 
DISAPPOINTING START TO LIFE IN DIVISION ONE   Dartford 155   1st  Xl  98 

The fixtures guru had decreed that the two promoted sides from Division Two last year  should meet on the first day of the new season,  and so it was that we travelled to Hesketh Park for our first experience of  Division One cricket. 

We encountered a lot of rain on the journey and although it had ceased by the time we arrived the conditions were not ideal 
“The sort of toss you would be pleased to lose, ” I opined to the umpires, and ‘Mitch’ lost it, Dartford decided to bat whilst our skipper would  have bowled had he guessed correctly; everyone was happy 

Dartford made a careful start and, after 30 overs, were 100 for 2, a good platform on which to build. However, the last 20 overs belonged to the OWs who took eight wickets for 55, Dave Eliicott-White,  Matt Goldng and ‘Mitch’ all finishing with two wickets each, leaving us needing 156  for victory.

Our initial response was encouraging. Jon Rodda played some fine and controlled shots which made all that had gone before look mundane and the wicket easy to bat on whilst Syd Sherlock played the anchor role that he plays so well. 

However, when John was bowled for 21, and Matt Golding, Matt Abbett , Syd Sherlock,  Jamie Drewe, Louis Pryor and the skipper  had all returned to the pavilion , we found ourselves in trouble at 84 for 7

Josh Lawrence and Dan Simpson then dug in knowing  that time was on their side – there were still over 24 overs remaining - but, less than four overs later, we were all out for 98. 

A disappointing result on a day when the ball dominated the bat – 20 wickets fell for 253 runs. Their skipper got 58 of these, an innings of dogged determination rather than flare which vindicated his decision to bat first. 

We need to put this result behind us, learn from our mistakes and be confidennt that there are better games to come.
Man of the match: Jon Rodda – made batting look easy whilst others did not 
Interesting fact of the game: Dartford provided a tea – and, it was good, too; the return of ‘proper cricket’ 
(Syd) Sherlock Rodda.J Golding Abbett.M  Drewe Pryor Mitchell Lawrence Simpson Ellicott-White Sellar 
VELSON THE MISSING FACTOR    The Mote  304  for  6    2nd  xl  63  

You should never go to The Mote without Velson Devarajulu. He first played there as a 13 year old when he scored a 50 and has never failed when playing at Willow Way since.

An under-strength 2nd Xl, three of whom had never played in the Kent League before, encountered  a strong Mote side -  your correspondent remembered at least two names from the 1st Xl’s last visit, a  game when Velson scored 50+ and Syd Sherlock took five wickets to bowl us to victory. 

Since then our hosts have recruited three very good bowlers whose combined figures read: 
14.4 - 1 – 47 -10 and, needless to say, we lost.

We did not start too badly with Tom Sullivan claiming two early wickets to see The Mote struggling at 19 for 2 but,  after that,  ‘Sully’ seemed to get over excited and conceded too many runs – 40 in four overs – before the skipper removed himfrom the attack.

His opening partner, Robbie Adams,  was far more frugal and took 1 for 15 from his first six overs before a wayward seventh made it 1 for 25 and his first spell came to an end. He came back for a second spell when two batsmen were well set with skipper Doug Forbes – Yes,  Doug was the 2nd Xl skipper – giving him strict instructions as to how to bowl in such circumstances. Unfortunately Robbie ignored this advice and bowled three overs  for 36 runs  -  listen to the master,  Robbie; he has a wardrobe full of t-shirts. 

Simon Doherty bowled tidily – 0 for 31 from his 10 overs,  but Nick Herbert, Grahame Nelson and Josh Holland failed to follow his good example and even the master’s 10 overs went for 49. Chetan Kamat bowled the last over which enabled The Mote to exceed 300 – not entirely his fault -  two of their players hitting centuries. 

As you can imagine from The  Mote’s bowling figures quoted above,  we did not score many and were bowled out for 63, Josh Holland getting 25 of those.

Everybody did his best but, to be honest, the majority of this side should be playing in the 3rd Xl which, hopefully, they will be doing for most of the season. 
MOM: Simon Doherty – a steady spell of bowling and he gave me a lift to and from Maidstone – needs to work on his batting, ‘though 
Interesting point of the day:  Before the game Guy Hannah, and without my knowledge, put his swag in  one of my carrier bags thinking I was scoring for the 1s only to discover that his valuables had made their way to Maidstone 
Clifford Holland Merchant James Kamat Adams Doherty Nelson Herbert Forbes,D Sullivan 

ANOTHER TOUGH ADVENTURE  AWAY FROM HOME     1st   Xl   71  Canterbury  72  for  7 

On the face of it the statistics might look grim - played three, lost three and a failure to reach three figures on two occasions. 

However statistics can be misleading and to my mind we have been as good as our opponents in the games against Dartford and Canterbury whilst we had The Mote reeling at  133 for 8 chasing  207 when they visited Hayes but they managed to dig themselves out of a hole to secure a narrow victory. 

You also have to remember that it is still early in the season and wickets are unpredictable at this time of the year – at both Dartford and in this game we lost the toss and were asked to bat first and, on both occasions, it was probably a toss best to lose. 

Opinion is divided as to whether or not  it is easier to defend a total or chase one but, and for many seasons now, the OWs seem to do better when they are in  the former position,  and this should get easier as the season progresses and , hopefully, the weather gets warmer – always better in these conditions to bat first, let the opposition run around in the field for over three hours, post a large total and then apply pressure to their tired batting order through our potent bowling attack. 

And, as the statistics show – that word again – our bowling attack is  certainly potent and this quality has been improved with the addition of Ishmail September who, despite having just arrived in this country and having had virtually no sleep, took 4 for 39 on his OW debut knowing that he had to defend just 71.  

In Syd, Jon, the two Matts and ‘Mitch’ we have players who can score runs - and big. We need Syd and Jon to give us a good start,  and they will,  and more often than not so that others can build on their foundation. Jon is a batsman of style and elegance, Syd has the grit and determination essential to an opening bat and is capable of batting for the entire 50 overs – which means he will get a 100 whenever he does so. 

The two Matts are capable of destroying any bowling attack and ‘Mitch’ will bat according to the situation but a good one – i.e. when there are plenty of runs on the board – is when he is at his very best. 

In this game we batted badly, losing a wicket in the second over and never recovering – the fact that 21 was the top score says it all, but the 1st Xl are a side where the expression ‘a lost cause’ is not part of their vocabulary and when they went out to bowl there was a genuine belief that they could bowl Canterbury out for 70,  and when our hosts were 36 for 5 that seemed possible if not probable, but Canterbury held their nerve and slowly but surely got to the winning post with three wickets in hand. 

Dave Ellicott-White again bowled economically and with penetration, taking 2 for 12 in 10 and Ishmail announced himself with four wickets as already reported. He also scored 13 runs, our second highest scorer, so perhaps there is more to come in that department as well.
MOM: Ishmail September – Four wickets on his debut and seems able to hold a bat, too 
NB: Ishmail has subsequently scored a 100 in the Sunday game against Streatham & Marlborough
Interesting fact of the day: We did not have time to visit the Cathedral despite the early finish! 
(Syd) Sherlock Rodda.J Abbett.m Golding Drewe Pryor Lawrence.J September Simpson Ellicott-White Ranjan 

NOT EVEN THE CHANCE TO MAKE SANDCASTLES   Minster  288  2nd  Xl 149 for 9 

When Siva Ranjan and David Pilgrim both struck, and twice, Minster were 96 for 4 in the 24th over,  and another couple of wickets would have seen the 2nd Xl in control, but partnerships of 50 and 67 saw our hosts on 213 for 6 after 41 overs and although we did well to bowl them out,  they still managed to score a further 75 runs from the next 54 balls  to put them in a strong position. 

The aforesaid Siva and David did not add to their early haul but still finished with respectable figures of 2 for 33 and2 for 35 respectively. 

Joe Jukes also finished with two wickets but they cost him 67 runs, one of the penalties you pay for being the seventh bowler and coming on when their only really  prolific batsmen – he scored 145 of the 238 that came from the bat. 

We needed a good start and Tyrell Duberry made it very clear that he had not travelled to the Isle of Sheppey simply for a day at the seaside and raced to 28 , including four 4s and a 6 as he took on the opening bowlers,  but when he holed out wickets began to tumble and we were soon 55 for 4. 

Nick Morley gave us some hope with 34 in even time – including six 4s and a 6 – and  debutant Andrew Ifill then gave us all heart failure bu playing across the line to virtually every delivery he faced before settling down and hitting  a useful 25 before playing across the line,  again,  to be bowled. 

Our cause was not helped by an injury to Lawrence Allen who had bravely volunteered to keep wicket and we were bowled out for 149, thereby denying us a second batting point to add to the four we have already accrued when bowling.

So, like the 1st Xl, the 2s have lost all four of their opening games, a habit they need to get out of and as soon as possible.


Sincere thanks to Doug Forbes for umpiring instead of continuing his journey to his 200th wicket – see earlier a true Club Man. 
MOM: Siva Ranjan – made the early breakthrough with the ball and one of only four players to make double figures with the bat 
Interesting fact of the day: Minster now have a – half-finished – score-box. Unfortunately they did not consult any of their scorers before constructing it and positioned it in the most exposed – and coldest – part of the ground 
Duberry Fornear Blunt Nelson Morley.N Ranjan Ifill Pilgrim.D Hannah Jukes.J Allen 
Emails to the Editor 
Dear Mike,

After due consideration,  and careful thought, please find my claim to possibly the best Sunday Xl with whom I remember playing: 
Dennis Miller, Pat Fitzimmons, Alan Davies, Peter Hubert, Dave Martin, Ken Milton, Tom Sissons John Mathews – not Jim’s brother but the other one -  Mike Kendrick,  David Wakeford, Peter Wakeford, Ian Forbes , yours truly (Colin Smith) 
Regards,

Colin      
Thanks Colin and perhaps others will follow your example – start by picking yourself and then add ten others -  ed 

COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION  -   June 30th  and please respond to my request for more contributions 

     www.oldwilsonians.co.uk
Old Wilsonians Cricket Club
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