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Welcome to the 2023 season 

Despite my best intentions, which were honarable – honest – I did not mange to produce a newsletter during the winter for which many apologies, but I promise that,  from now on,  I will endeavour to produce one every month whether you want it or not; and let’s not debate that proposition. 

Dave Welch 

The most important and, initially, most disturbing news of the winter was that our incomporable Chairman, Dave Welch, had been seriously ill and had undergone a number of operations which, thankfully, have been successful and he is now  on the road to recovery. 


However, he will need some time to recuperate and will not be at the Club as often as heretofore, although I am confident that we will see him at some time during the summer – he plans to make the first league fixtures on May 6th -  although  I would advise him that a  seven hour stint as an umpire is not a good idea and will not aid his recovery. 

Get well soon Dave, and we look forward to seeing you but only when you are ready


In the meantime Clive Peckover and Andy Steel have kindly agreed to join the committee and we thank them, safe in the knowledge that they are tried and tested servants of the OWCC 

Another monthly newsletter 



Laurence Allen and Doug Forbes have decided to produce a second monthly newsletter – there’s nothing like competition – which will include, and as their marketing department describe:
“Match Reports, latest News and some fun articles to help you all enjoy the season more...”

The first edition has already hit the streets – or more likely your computer screens, mobile ‘phones, WhattsApp groups etc and will also include the likes of player questionnaires and profiles, not to mention photographs. All contributions appreciatively received – as they are for this one!  
Clubforce weekend  -  April  22nd/23rd 


By far and away the most important event of April is the Association’s Clubforce weekend on:

Saturday April 22nd and Sunday April 23rd 


This is vital to the OWA’s future and an occasion when all of the subsidiary clubs get together to ensure that the Club is in top class condition as we make the transition from football to cricket on the main part of the sports ground 

EVERYONE is expected to attend even if it is for a short period of time. This will be the first full-blown ClubForce since COVID,  so there is a lot of work to be done and, remember, you must not confine yourself to work specifically for the Cricket  Club but also help others as well.

Fundraisng for PROSTATE CANCER UK 
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Karim Mir is about to go on a training run as he prepares for the marathon and explains his motivation 

I’m running my first (and probably last!) Marathon for PROSTATE CANCER UK because this disease has impacted so many of my friends and family.
Prostate cancer kills 1 in 8 men – that’s one dad, partner, brother, son, grandad, or mate, so I’m raising money to help fund lifesaving research and support for men and their families affected by this disease.
Many OWs have already agreed to sponsor me, for which many thanks, and if you would like to join them then please click on the following  link 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/london-marathon-2023-24752/qrcode

The marathon will be run on April 23rd, so there is still time for you to help me support this very worthy cause. Many thanks









Karim Mir 

Alf Parish Memorial Darts Match  -  March  31st 

On Friday March 31st the OWCC will be defending the ‘Alf Parish Memorial Darts Trophy’ which they have won for the last two seasons. 

It is not too late to particpate – at the moment we have three players and need five – so please think about joining. You can also come along and support the evening 

The entrance fee id £10 for players and just £5 for supporters,  with a free buffet provided 

There will be a raffle with some top prizes, all provided by Crystal Palace Football Club 


All participating sides are guaranteed an equal share of the takings which helps towards our fundraising traget 


You will also get free acccess to the Palace car park, but please do not crash into Steve Parish’s Ferrari!

There is also a bar, which may interest some of you 

More details from Mike Pike, owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk  Telephone 0208 659 6443 





Who to contact and how

Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com

Vice-Chair 

Doug Forbes  




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:
Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Doug  Forbes and Laurence Allen





 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Siva Ranjan 








Email:
siva.ranjan@bbkca.com

07958 559169

 
3rd Xl: 


Joe Jukes 




07775 420897



Email: JoeJukes17@hotmail.co.uk



Doug Forbes  




07768 713795



Email   Doug.forbes@outlook.com
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Dan Harris 




 
Sunday Development: Dan Seston  

T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 

Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com
A few gaps to be filled in but we will get there 
Will those involved please check that I have your correct details 

Some dates for your diary 


As ever we have to raise money in order to survive and the following are the fund-raising acrivities confirmed so far: 
Friday April 14th  -   Pre-season get together/Quiz Night 

Saturday May 6th   -  Barbeque following the cricket match 

Sunday July 23rd   -  President’s Day  

Tuesday August 22nd to Thursday August 24th  -  Cricket week (3 days) 

Saturday September 2nd  - End of season barbecue following the Cricket match 

Friday September  15th  -  Colts end of season awards evening 

Tuesday October 17th   -  Cricket Club’s  AGM 

Friday October 27th  -  Seniors end of season awards evening/Dinner  
We will also be having a Race Night, the date yet to be determined 
So when does the season begin 

The season begins on April 15th when the 1st Xl visit Sidcup for a friendly fuxture with visits to Bromley Town and Beddington on the following weeks before entertaining Broadstairs on May 6th for the first league encounter of the season 


The 2nd Xl visit Blackheath on April 22nd and Eynsford the following week for their pre-season preparations and visit Cowdrey on May 6th for their first league encounter 


At the moment there are no pre-league fixtures for the 3s and 4s so they plunge straight into league games against Catford Cyphers (A) and Alleyn (H) respectively 


Sunday Development cricket starts on June 25th with a visit to ODCUACO whilst we also hope to have a number of Sunday ‘social’ fixtures during the season 

There will also be a full colts programme but, at the time of going to print,  they have not been posted on play-cricket. 
Restructuring of the  league 

As I’m sure you all know by now, the Kent and Regional leagues have been merged so that they have a more regional feel, thereby necessitating fewer long away trips. 


The 1st Xl are not affected in this way but all of our other sides are, so there is no excuse for being late! 


Nets




Many people attended Winter Nets, which was good to see. 


However, the Nets at Hayes are in bad repair and cannot be used at the moment. Their poor condition is due to many things, including general wear and tear, but much of the damage is preventable if players were more sensible and looked after them 


The cost of the repairs may well be in excess of £10,000, an amount which is prohibitive for a Club of our means, so please use them sensibly and obey the instructions carefully when they are ready for use again  

The next edition of this newsletter will appear before the start of the league season, so please forward your news, views and opinions before April 30th 
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