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And so the season ends……….. but only on the field of play 

The 2021 cricket season came to an end over the weekend of September 11th/12th, a weekend of great significance for the Old Wilsonians’ Sports Club per se with the Tennis Finals and a Softball presentation  on Saturday and an Open Day for the Junior Football Club and ‘The Spitfires’ playing on the Kent County cricket ground on Sunday, the Development side having their final game  and,  as far as the Cricket Club were concerned,  it ended in style 

The 1st Xl not only won their final game to see them crowned as Division Two champions but they did so by scoring 407 for 3, the largest total of any OW side in their  135 year history, a game which featured two individual hundreds and three partnership of over 100 

The following day our Sunday Development side, despite losing to Dartford – there were some travelling difficulties which meant we started the game with only five players,  which ultimately became nine  -  finished joint top with  Sidcup and are also promoted whilst, on the same day, ‘The Spitfires’ enjoyed their day at the county ground in Beckenham where they acquitted themselves admirably – for more details please see Margo’s excellent report of the day later in this newsletter, together with her spin on the Softball presentation, which Margo was also heavily involved in – a busy lady is our Margo 

Graeme Nelson also gives his views  on this important Saturday and I thank them both, together with all of the other contributors to the newsletters this season  

So we can now pack up all of our cricket kit, put on the central  heating and forget about the summer game until April 

Not a bit of it for there is still much to look forward to and an important AGM to attend, not to mention thinking about the 2022 season and, No, it is not too early to be thinking along those lines 

The first date for your diary is:

Friday October 15th when our Colts section takes centre stage with their awards evening at  which we reflect on the season and honour the stars of the year, with excellent food being served, a soft-ball competition and fund-raising, details of which can be found in a splendid poster which you should have already received – if not then please contact Margo; details on next page 

The following week,  Friday October 22nd, it is the turn of the Senior Club as they enjoy their Dinner/Awards evening, tickets for which are £30 each, a price that includes £10 worth of raffle tickets.  Food will be provided by New India and includes  a selection of starters and Curries

Then, and on Tuesday November 2nd, we have the most important date in the calendar of the OWCC when we have our Annual General meeting starting at 8-00 p.m, so please make every effort to attend and have your say 

I hope, and trust, that each and every one of you has enjoyed the season which as well as the promotions already referred to, has seen us progress both on and off the field of play, not least being the  vast improvements in the facilities,  including a comprehensive revamp of the dressing rooms 




Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 



07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Doug Forbes 





07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 

Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 



Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com
THE SEASON ENDS  WITH  A LAST BALL  TIE    2nd   Xl   234 for  8    Minster 234  for  6 

The runs flowed – but not to the same extent as the alcohol when the victorious, promotion attaining 1st Xl returned from the their victorious game at Chestfield – as the 2nd Xl played their final home game of the season against Minster with all four results possible as the last ball was bowled although, of course, you can no longer have a draw in league cricket 

In the end the game ended in a Tie, perhaps appropriately enough as both sides had contributed to a 468 run feast;  what more can you ask for in a game of cricket?

We won the toss as Minster failed to provide an umpire and Cameron Jones and Sanath Dandeniya laid a solid foundation before the latter was run out for 31 with the score on 60. Cameron was then joined by Wayne Crossland and they put on  a further 97 for the second wicket before Wayne was caught and bowled for  36, although ‘Sanje’ did most of the running as Wayne had sustained an injury and needed a runner 

Dan Nichols departed immediately  and when  Cameron  offered a simple catch with his score on 57,  we had slumped from 157 for 1 to 159 for 4, which Nick Morley immediately tried to make for 5 but, thankfully from an OW point of view, the chance of a catch was declined and Nick then went on to make a quick-fire 37 before departing in the 45th over with the score on 201 

We then lost three wickets in a search for quick runs, with Danny Simpson hitting four boundaries to see us to very respectable 234 for 8 at the end of our 50 overs 

Minster, too, enjoyed a good start – 74 for the first wicket – but when Danny Simpson enticed one of their openers into  what amounted to a ‘walking’ stumping they quickly regrouped and seemed to have taken control of the game until, with 17 balls remaining, Nick Morley took wickets in successive balls to reduce them to 209 for  5,  and when Siva Ranjan made it 221 for 6, they needed 14 off the last over and managed 13,  hence the Tie 

During the Minster innings Stephen Millward who, in his usual manner, had been making light of the fact that he was the only qualified umpire, had unfortunately been hit on the face when David Pilgrim had somehow managed to deflect a caught and bowled chance  onto him rather than take the catch and Stephen had to leave the field where he was later seen looking remarkably like ‘Michelin Man’ 

Thankfully he soon recovered and will live to make an lbw decision – but not that often 

The other interesting fact to emerge from the game was that the Minster scorer is a former member of the Gillingham Ladies football team – a marauding centre- forward, apparently - and then became a coach at Charlton. She also does not remember Rod Warboys, who scored in the game at Minster but, then, Rod is instantly forgettable 
Jones Dandeniya Crossland Nichols Morley.N Merchant Ranjan Simpson Adams.R Pilgrim.D Doherty 
MOM: Nick Morley – fortunate to escape being out early but used his reprieve to good effect and then went on to take 3 for 48 when Minster were chasing runs; his off-breaks are far more effective than the medium-paced rubbish he normally bowls! 

‘Boom Boom’  puts  his particulat spin on the ball……..  and that 
eventful weekend 



A great day was  had by all,  and I mean ALL,  as there was a mixture of sports taking place up at the Hill, with a ladies softball cricket session setting  the mood with fun had by everyone and great to see my partner,  Viktoriya Pintyak,  in front of the camera for a change,  followed by the Old Wilsonians 1st XI, who had already been promoted and were having the small challenge of winning the league ahead of them by getting a result on the day which,  after setting a club record target,  was never really in doubt,  and let’s be honest!


Mastering the game of, ‘You can only score 100 if your name is Matt and you do it with a 6’, we are fortunate to have two of those in our squad and both passed with flying colours (Yellow and Black obviously)


We only stayed for the first half of the game as we had a stroll over to Hawes Down for me to remind myself of what I'm letting myself in for playing football again next week and also had a peak over on the tennis courts with some fun being had and trophies on view.


It's great to see all this activity  at the Club and even better seeing those colts of yesterday now pushing the ceiling limits and flying the flag for all of us and,  of course,  entertaining those that come to watch, with this high standard of sport.




Graeme Nelson 

A Busy Weekend -   Margo has her say 


On a weekend which traditionally sees OW Football return to ‘The Hill’  and the colts section handing out end of season trophies,  it was a little of a surprise to find the weekend held a full diary of cricketing prowess at various levels.


Saturday morning saw the inaugural gathering of ladies for a softball cricket session – Doug (Forbes)  did all the planning, I sent out a few emails and WhatsApp messages and found I received a very promising level of interest. So, come 10 o’clock,  22 ladies took to the outfield and commenced what all described as fun;  softball cricket in the format of pairs cricket. 

Sprinkled with expected wides and no balls, the mildly competitive game saw some promising talent, particularly on the batting front and,  I am pleased to say,  an appetite to play again. So more again at the start of next season, although perhaps not with the carrot of persuasion which was  a free glass of Prosecco and buffet kindly provided care of an ECB grant. That said,  there were a number that did not partake in the Prosecco,  which I believe benefitted the one or two who did, and who then stayed for the rest of the  day supporting the cricket……….. and the Bar!


As is the case with cricket,  a number of thanks for making the occasion happen – to Iain (Muir) for marking out the pitch, Barrie (Frampton)  for scoring and Laurence (Allen)  for umpiring. On top of that Steve (Lawrence)  for the food, Kenny (Maxwell)  for providing the music,  and a number of contributors to the raffle including the Bar staff, Dave Welch, Andy Spedding and Doug, and, as already mentioned,  ‘thank you’ to Doug for getting everything in place at the right time. And thanks to the ladies who turned out, mostly colts’ mums plus the strong batting mother and daughter combo of Toni and Chloe from the Netball Club.


Here’s to the next gathering.


10 am was probably a good start time for ladies, as they have other stuff to do on a Saturday, but it was dictated by the shorter day light of this time of year, meaning the 1st XI 50 over match was scheduled for an 11.30 start. I am sure ‘Pikey’ will provide full match details – see report later – ed  -  but the spectating crowd grew over the course of the afternoon so that when the match ended they were able to see  eleven very happy young men celebrate being Division Two champions. Well done ‘Mitch’ and his team. They know how to party and celebrate as well as they know how to play cricket!


I departed after about an hour after the pulling out of the stumps, but many stayed longer and some much longer! The customary late night / early morning of a 23-year-old crashing through the front door and trying to find food in the kitchen below me of course followed!
And so to Sunday 

Another relatively early start on Sunday when I and the Club’s Mini Super 8s “OW Spitfires” Team went to the final’s day festival at the County Ground Beckenham, a short journey for us all compared to the likes of Dover and Deal. 

Twenty clubs with their Under 9 softball sides had qualified locally to get to the tournament, ourselves against Hayes and ODCuaco. I have a dreadful memory and no score book to refer to so recalling performances and stats, especially when seven games were played, is a tall order. But our nine boys and one girl battled hard and played well to finish 15th on the day; there were some very good teams competing and congratulations to Elthamians (who we did not play) who were  the outright winners. 

Our squad were headed  by Captain Henry Ruskin and Vice-Captain Tom Fornear, who impressed me incredibly with their diligence to the roles and the competence with which they managed the team; well done boys and one less job for Joe Jukes, Doug Forbes and myself. Joe had to dash off after the first match but it was good to have him there to put the squad through some warm up drills beforehand and umpire and score the first match;  thank you Joe. 

After Joe departed, Doug took on umpiring and passing words of wisdom and experience to the captains and the squad. The boys and Ava Fornear, our one  girl in the squad ,  who endured two body line bowling blows, got better throughout the day. The frequent give-aways of wides and no balls were reduced to a single entry on the final game score-sheet. Throughout the matches their fielding was top notch, and a number of notable catches were taken,   and I am not sure that the usually witnessed runs conceded due to over throws and taking a missing shy at the stumps from two meters out occurred only occasionally, if at all. 


Magic moments were nominated and I am very pleased to say that a particularly impressive bowled and diving catch, millimetres before the ball would have hit the ground, was deservedly given to Dominic Lambillion,  the youngest member of our team. Whilst Dominic’s moment was rewarded, the whole squad contributed to the batting and bowling performances. Everyone had a shot or bowling over to be proud of and a consistently improving team effort meant  they should all have gone home holding their heads high. 

So in addition to those already mentioned, take a bow Dexter Mein, Edward Sheehan, Joey Davies, Gregory Smith, Monty Pippard and Tom Gilbey.


Big thanks again to Doug and to all the parents for all the support provided; I hope it was a day you and your children remember for a long time.


As said it was a busy weekend for cricket and whilst ‘The Spitfires’ were battling it out at the County Ground in Beckenham a team of five thankfully won the toss and elected to bat in the Development Team’s final game of the season in Dartford. Not sure how much information Mike will have on the game but  I am sure he can provide the stats  -  we were 133 all out and Dartford got them for the loss of 4 wickets – ed -  but there were some cavalry that escaped the clutches of M25 delays to assist the five and a team of 9 eventually competed in the game, but I believe not enough troops and men on the ground to gain a victory. The aforementioned 23-year-old returned home  sober, tired and, of course a wee bit peckish!        





Margo Lawrence 

WE ARE THE   CHAMPIONS     1st   Xl   407  for  3,   Upchurch   172 


The situation was straightforward. The 1st Xl had already been promoted, thanks to their five wicket victory at Chestfield the week before,  but  were still 10 points behind leaders Dartford, who had completed their league programme, so victory against Upchurch would see us in top place and in an unassailable position. 

Defeat would leave us still needing points to claim the crown – the maximum points available from a lost game is  8 – but we still had the ‘home’ game against  Chesrfield to get us over the line if needs be. However, and unbeknown to most, Chestfield had already declared that they would not be able to field a side and had conceded the game, so we would be champions anyway, but some of the gloss would have been taken off this achievement if we had not done so under own steam,  so we were determined to win this game.

Upchurch arrived at Hayes having had an awful year, due to the fact that they had lost 26 players since the last league season and had lost all of their games but one, which had been against Nonnington the previous week, so they were on a winning streak!  

‘Mitch’ won the toss and elected to bat, there could have been no other decision, and Syd and Jon set about posting the impregnable score that would see us victorious and we rushed to 34 – by the fifth over – before Jon received a good ball and was bowled for 13 

Syd and Matt (Abbett) then put on 155 for the second wicket only for Matt to be caught behind for 107 – I say ‘caught behind’ but the wicket-keeper had to run half-way down the wicket to gratefully hold Matt’s miss-cued shot 

This was in only the 24th over, by which time your correspondent had convinced himself that Rob Harris’s 181 not out against Banstead was in grave danger of becoming the second highest individual  Club score,  and by some considerable margin, but Matt’s  dismissal sees Rob’s record safe for at least another year 

Matt had batted for less than 19 overs and his departure induced the gleeful wicket-keeper to take off his pads and bowl the next over, although he lived to regret it as Matt part two – Golding version - replaced Matt part one 

‘Pigeon’ also had his own agenda, namely to score the 133 he needed to become the leading run scorer in the division and he and Syd put on 113 for the third wicket before the latter ran himself out for 79 with the score-board reading 302 for 3 with 39 overs completed 

Syd has had a magnificent season and deserved to be the second player to score a 100 on this historic afternoon 

At the time of Syd’s dismissal Matt was on 83 and he and ‘Mitch’ then became the third pair to put on over 100 -  105 and unbroken – and this time for the fourth wicket, during which Matt had surpassed the 133 he needed to claim the batting prize and finished on 153 not out 

‘Mitch’ finished on 28 not out and it was only appropriate that he should be at the crease when our innings concluded as his magnificent leadership has been so integral to our success this season 

After three overs of the Upchurch innings spectators could have been forgiven for thinking that they were watching the wrong game. The scoreboard read 31 for 0, Andrew Pomering seemed to think this was a 2nd Xl game – see newsletter 192 – and Dave Ellicott-White had probably bowled his worst over of the season 

However, things soon returned to normal and when DEW re-discovered his length he soon induced one of their openers to lob a gentle catch to mid-on and his partner to offer Syd a straightforward catch behind the stumps 

After that it was reasonably plain sailing as DEW finished with 4 for 44 and James Sellar 4 for 34, with the only resistance coming from Upchurch’s ‘second’ wicket- keeper who finished on 68 not out 

Neither ‘Mitch’ nor ‘Pigeon’ bowled and the game ended with the somewhat surreal sight of Louis Pryor and Matt Abbett bowling in tandem and taking a wicket each – sorry Louis; sorry Matt

Upchurch had been bowled out for 172,  and so the margin of victory had been 235 runs on an historic day when the Club had scored over 400 runs for the first time in its history and had achieved promotion to the First Division of the Kent League, also for the first time in their history

But can we stay there? 

The simple answer is ‘Yes’,  but for a more considered opinion –well, mine – please see below 
(Syd) Sherlock Rodda.J Abbett.M Golding Mitchell Pryor Lawrence.J Pomering.A Willis Sellar Ellicott-White 
MOM: All of the above – it would be churlish to pick out an individual in what has been a magnificent team, and Club, performance all season 

COME ON THE AMAZING JOURNEY ……..  and learn all you should  know 

A vague haze of delirium creeps up on me
All at once a tall stranger I suddenly see
He's dressed in a silver sparkled glittering gown
And his golden beard flows  nearly down to the ground

I do beg your pardon,  but you just cannot beat a good ‘Who’ lyric and the 1st Xl’s progress  to Division One of the Kent League has certainly been an ‘Amazing Journey’ and one  you should certainly ‘learn all that you should know’ and we do not apologise for celebrating this achievement 

Elsewhere in this edition – providing my IT skills do not fail me yet again – you will see a photograph taken in 2009  and kindly supplied by Laki Kasturiratne  celebrating the1st Xl’s promotion from Division Five in which you will a young ‘Mitch’ in the middle of the front row 

The other most interesting thing about the ‘photo is the player not included, namely our Club captain, Doug Forbes, whose bowling had done so much to not only get us out of the bottom division but then, and immediately, Division Four and subsequently Three and Two 

In 2009 we we piped Bettshanger Colliery Welfare - remember them? - to the title by just one point, with Blackheath 3rd Xl only three points behind 

The following year we blitzed Division Four by winning 14 of our 18 games and ended 20 points above second placed Sidcup 

There followed four seasons in Division Three before, and In 2015, we finished runners-up to Ashford Town to secure our place in Division Two where we stayed for four seasons until Covid struck in 2020 and league cricket was suspended 

However, and thanks to the initiatives of our own skipper and Bromley Common in particular,  we played in a league of six local Clubs which included two Premier league sides, amongst them  Beckenham, whom we beat on the last day of the season to finish top and Bickley Park whom,  although they beat us,  induced their skipper to say "You are as good as any side in Division One" after we had run  them close 

And now we are In Division One having won 14 games out of 18, losing two but by just  1 run and   10  runs respectively , having one washed out and another conceded by the opposition 

So do we have the players to stay in Division One,  remembering the frequency with which previous Clubs have moved up to that Division only to come straight back down again? 

Of course we can and I can name six players who are of the requisite quality to enable us to do so, namely:  Michael Mitchell, Jon Rodda, Syd Sherlock. Matt Abbett, Matt Golding and Dave Ellicott-White, all of whom have formed the nucleus of our side this season 

Josh Lawrence and Louis Pryor have also been regulars this season and both  always give 100% although  both suffer from a lack of consistency. But they will be a year older next year and we all hope, and believe, that  both can make it. Louis seems to play better against the better sides - his batting against Premier League Bickley Park last season was of the highest order and his  42  not out  this year against Dartford, the other promoted side, was top drawer, whilst Josh is a genuine all-rounder and first-class fielder 

Last year Ishmael September was due to join us as our overseas player, a player who acquitted himself well when he played in the Premier Division in 2019, and a player who has kept in touch with us ever since or, in other words, someone who shares the ethos of our Club and will fit in well

Add into that mix Andrew Pomering and Ollie Willis, both of whom seem to play better in the 1st Xl than the 2s, the precocious batting  talent of Dan Seston, and the  promising bowling of Elliott Bettridge , Shehan Sivaranjan and James Sellar,  and you have a squad that will serve both of our Kent League sides well

And, who knows, our elevation to Division One might induce players of other Clubs, and none, to play their cricket at Hayes Hill 

One of the great things about the 1st Xl is its togetherness, the way in which every player supports his team-mates, takes joy in his success and encourages him when things are not going too well 

This togetherness is worth at least 15 points a season - possibly more - whilst our fielding will also gain us points that other sides will be denied, so there is nothing to fear from Division One cricket and we can all look forward to playing the likes of Bromley and Bromley Common on equal terms 
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The 2009 team who won Division Five at the start our amazing journey; recognise anyone?  
Email to the Editor 

Good morning Mike, long time no speak and hope you are well.
 
Just a line to say congratulations to you and the boys for a fabulous season, topped off yesterday scoring over 400 runs and finishing champions. It has been quite a journey for you since those crazy days in Div 5. Well done indeed.
 
We are soldiering on, upgrading the ground, getting more and more colts, some very good indeed, but we are struggling for first team batters. I think we are going to have a big push over the winter to try and recruit a few. As you are well aware, it’s not easy. We are preparing a full card for Sundays next year and I have asked our fixture secretary to get in touch with yours to hopefully arrange a game. 

May see you at the league dinner - one of ours has a bowling award,  so might get along there too. 
Take good care.
 Mike  Gittings   -  Offham  CC 
Club Person of the month  -  Viktoriya Pintyak 


Week in, week out, come rain or shine, Viktoriya can be seen supporting the 4th Xl as they demonstrate their cricketing skills. But not only is she their most ardent supporter, she always comes armed with her camera and displays her considerable skills by taking hundreds – and I am not exaggerating – of photographs each week and then posting them on Facebook 

Little did she know at the start of the season that she would see Neil Treacher develop into a front-line bowler and, for the sceptics amongst you, she has the photographs to prove it 

     www.oldwilsonians.co.uk
Old Wilsonians Cricket Club
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